Myanmar Civil Society Calls for NLD Government to Fully Cooperate with U.N.-Mandated
Fact Finding Mission to Myanmar
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We, the undersigned Civil Society organizations, call on the National League for
Democracy (NLD) Government to fully cooperate with the forthcoming International
Fact Finding Mission into the human rights situation in Rakhine State and other ethnic
states, as recently mandated by the United Nations Human Rights Council.
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We truly believe that the Fact Finding Mission is important for the people of Myanmar
and our shared struggle for rule of law and human rights. The Fact Finding Mission will
help the Government of Myanmar to uphold human rights, and it will foster a rule-of-
law culture by establishing the facts and identifying perpetrators of human rights
violations to prevent future atrocity crimes in Myanmar.
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Following deadly attacks by a group later identified as the Arakan Rohingya Salvation
Army (ARSA) against three police outposts in Maungdaw and Rathedaung Townships on
October 9, the Myanmar military launched an "area clearance operation" in Northern
Rakhine State, leading to allegations of serious human rights violations, including mass



rape of women and girls, extrajudicial killings, and the widespread burning of villages.
The U.N. found that these human rights violations may amount to crimes against
humanity. Communities and human rights defenders from Kachin, Karen, Karenni, Mon,
and Shan states have long noted similar patterns of violence and abuse on their soil,
including to the present day.
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The U.N. Human Rights Council Resolution that mandated the Fact Finding Mission on
March 24, 2017 does not limit the Fact Finding Mission to any particular geographic
area of Myanmar. We fully encourage the authorities to cooperate with the Fact Finding
Mission to look into the human rights situations in at least Rakhine, Kachin, Shan, and
other ethnic states of Myanmar. We strongly support the mission to carry out their
mandate.
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We are deeply concerned that if the NLD Government or the military leadership fails to
fully cooperate with the Fact Finding Mission, then the human rights situation in various



parts of Myanmar may further deteriorate. Such a failure may lead to more atrocity
crimes in our country.
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We, Civil Society Organizations, believe that the NLD Government desires to establish a
rule of law culture during our transition to democracy, maintaining that "no one is
above the law," regardless of rank or position. The government’s full support for this
Fact Finding Mission is an opportunity to demonstrate its commitment to rule of law.
We urge the Government of Myanmar to fully cooperate with the U.N.-Mandated Fact
Finding Mission to Myanmar.
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88 Thwe Tit (Monyin)

Agency for Basic Community Development (ABC)

Ah Linn Bhamo Social Development

All Kachin Youth Union

Bhamo Local Development Organization

Bhamo Women CSO

Bridging Rural Integrated Development and Grassroots Empowerment (BRIDGE)



Burmese Women's Union

Center for Youth and Social Harmony

Chin Human Rights Organization

Civilian Ceasefire Monitoring - CCM (Kachin State)
Coexist Myanmar

COMREG — Community Response Group
Democratic Education Institute (DEI)
Equality Myanmar

Future Stars Child Rights CSO

HRDP Network

Htoi Gender Foundation

Humanity Institute

Kachin Baptist Convention (KBC)

Kachin Education Foundation (KEF)

Kachin State Civil Society Network for Peace — CSNeP
Kachin State Women's Network (KSWN)
Kachin Women's Association Thailand
Kachin Women Union — KWU

Kambawza Health Karuna CSO (Mogaung)
Karen Human Rights Group

Karen Women Organization

Kindness Kachin Women Networking Group
Legal Aid Network

Loi Yang Bum Community Development — LCD (Monyin)
Metta Development Foundation
Metta-Campaign (Mandalay)

MoeThaukPan LGBT Rights CSO

Momauk Women CSO

MyosatThit LuNge CSO

Myu Sha Zin Lum (Ka Maing)

Myu Sha Zin Lum (Myiktyina)



Myu Sha Zin Lum (Phakant)

Nyein Chan Yar (Mandalay)

Olive Organization

Progressive Voice

Pyinnyataga

Rainbow-Singu

Shan State Youth Network Committee

Shingnip

Sintgu Township - Peace and Development :39@
Smile Foundation

Ta'ang Students and Youth Organization
Ta'ang Women's Organization

Tai Youth Network

Tampadipa Institute

Tavoyan Women's Union

Taw Win Hninsi Women CSO

Uak Thon Local Social Development Organization
Women Peace Network

Women Township Leading Group — WTLG (Putao)
Women's League of Burma

Wunpawng Ninghtoi (WPN)

Yway Latyar Center



