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Overview JRS Aceh 6 months after the tsunami

It has been six months since the tsunami struck in Aceh. For half a year, survivors and people who have lost their families and belongings have lived in difficult conditions in camps or with relatives. Some have also made attempts to return back home to rebuild their communities. Rain and bad whether have made life in camps miserable, and JRS still finds communities where basic needs are not filled. 

The general feeling in the field is that the work of rehabilitation and reconstruction is not making enough progress. The government Rehabilitation and Reconstruction Agency is in place, and works to coordinate the humanitarian work. Results are made by many humanitarian agencies, including JRS, but the extent of the enormous task makes small progress difficult to recognize. 

The communities, humanitarian agencies and the government face difficult challenges in the field. For JRS’ work natural conditions have been unpredictable. Heavy winds and high waves have delayed construction work. Furthermore, the land, where villages are to be rebuilt was first damaged by the tsunami. Heavy rain has further turned soil into mud postponing erection of houses. Finally, in selecting wood as building material, humanitarian agencies must execute high caution, knowing that illegal wood and cutting flourish. 

Hundreds of humanitarian agencies and personnel have entered Aceh, and coordination and cooperation is not an easy task. Furthermore, the security situation is still serious in several areas in the province, as proved recently by the tragic shooting of a humanitarian worker from Hong Kong. This furthermore, slows down the reconstruction as it also effectively prevents humanitarian workers to move freely and access areas in need. 

JRS, partners and local communities continue to work, and cherish every step forward. Lots of work still needs to be done. Aceh needs our continued support and commitment!

This is a brief overview of our programs in Aceh 6 months after the tsunami. The report is not complete, as we have yet to process all information from the field. The complete JRS Indonesia 6 month Project Report will be presented in a complete 6 month report, released towards the end of July. 

Emergency assistance 

Logistic 

* Complete information available in JRS 6 Month Project Report, late July 2005

JRS has distributed logistic mostly until March, but continues on smaller scale in areas where there are still basic needs. 

Aceh area 1: Banda Aceh, Aceh Besar, Lamno, Pulo Aceh

· Food items: Jan – March : an estimated 30,000 beneficiaries. After March limited distribution. 

· Pulo Aceh: Food support for IDPs rebuilding 3 home villages (Jan – July (  )

· Non-food items: information in JRS 6 month project report. 

Aceh area 2: Maulaboh, Tapaktuan, Langsa

· Data available in JRS 6 month project report, late July 2005 

Health

* Complete information available in JRS 6 Month Project Report, late July 2005

In total 24 patients have been referred by JRS to hospitals, and 2 have been referred to psychiatric care.  

Banda Aceh, Aceh Besar, Pulo Aceh, Lamno

· Mobile clinic: 1,500 beneficiaries per month (Jan – March). After March still operational, less beneficiaries.) 

· Pulo Aceh: Health care for IDPs rebuilding 3 villages (Jan – July (). 

Tapaktuan

· Mobile clinic in 16 subdistricts. Beneficiaries 5700. 

Langsa

· Mobile clinic in cooperation with Darul Aman Health station in Idi Cut and Meunasah Blang. 

Rehabilitation - Reconstruction

Education

Banda Aceh, Aceh Besar, Lamno

· Books, sports equipment, shoes, uniforms, pencils: 2423 beneficiaries

Meulaboh

· Recruitment of 77 volunteer teachers, training and financial incentives (Feb – June)

· 175 candidates for scholarships selected

· 85 assistant teachers recruited (50 more in progress)

· 15000 packages of 12 notebooks, pencils, erasers divided to child victims of tsunami in West Aceh and Nagen Raya. Book packages from Society of St. Vincent de Paul, Malaysia, distributed to vulnerable children. Total beneficiaries: 17000. 

· 2 footballs, 2 volleyballs and 1 net for 70 schools

Langsa: 

· 20 orphans in Langsa city: alternative education once a week

· 33 children in Idi Cut: alternative education 3 times a week. 

· Balls distributed to schools in Langsa City and Aceh Timor  

· Sport uniforms to Nurul Ulum Islamic boarding school. 

Tapaktuan

· Alternative education for 166 children.

· Footballs (173), volleyballs (633) and nets (186) distributed to schools. 

Restoring life

Lamno: 

· JRS has built 10 out of 100 planned houses for students at the BUDI Islamic Boarding school. 

· JRS has provided roofs on 139 houses. 

· JRS has rebuilt 3 Meunasah (small mosques) and repaired 7.  

Pulau Breuh, Pulo Aceh

· 2 piers to handle medium ships carrying building material.

· 10 houses finalized + 2 prototypes out of 287 planned houses. 

· Material for 50 houses in place. 

Krueng Raya, Aceh Besar

· 15 boats out of 35 planned. 

· 30 houses especially for boiling fish out of 58 planned.

Banda Aceh

· IGA: 18 women working sowing school uniforms. Salary from JRS. 300 packets of school uniforms for Secondary School students are ready. 155 packets for high school in progress. 

· 10 farmers sent for training to Salah Tiga, Java. 

Meulaboh

· 19 (16 women, 3 men) free micro credit loans. 

· 47 houses in Kuala Tripa and Babah Lueng, Nangen Raya, in progress.

Support of local NGOs

Aceh area 1: Banda Aceh

· Internet access for local NGOs (Jan – March)

· Computer, stationary for local NGO PCC

· Logistics and transport for local NGOs

Aceh area 2: Meulaboh, Tapaktuan

· Meeting room in JRS office accessible to student groups (Muelaboh). 

· Computer (NGO Anisa and YGHL), stationeries (HMI), digital camera (YGHL)

· Incentive for staff (YGHL)

